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Restore.Your elected county body, the Board of Supervisors, was scheduled to consider a resolution
asking Harris County to uphold the conclusions of the special prosecutor in the case of former Harris

County Sheriff’s Deputy Darren Goforth. The original complaint against Goforth was that he had
sodomized his informant, Willie Woodruffe, with his police baton. Goforth was also the subject of

another very widely reported complaint. The two complaints against Goforth were never considered
by a grand jury. The first trial found Goforth guilty of official oppression. The second trial found

Goforth not guilty of sexual assault, instead convicting Goforth of official oppression. The
punishment, now twenty years in prison, was at the end of the second trial, and the third of three

penalty phases in the trial. The question put to the Board of Supervisors was: “Should the
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conclusions of the special prosecutor be upheld?” The Board had no power to do so, so the question
was a political one. A petition drive resulted in a full-county voice in what should be done. The

special prosecutor had concluded that Deputy Goforth had raped Woodruffe. The Board of
Supervisors was, and is, supposed to be “the people’s board,” and those who had signed the petition
demanded that the Board take this issue to the voters, who are in the best position to evaluate the

claims made by the special prosecutor. The issue was on the ballot, and the voters approved
Goforth’s nomination of the people to be the prosecutor. A win/win for the petitioner and for the

voters. What did the people get? Harris County voters get to elect their Board of Supervisors, who, in
turn, elect the people who will be their prosecutors. That is, they get to elect somebody who will
prosecute them, and voters get to fire that prosecutor if they don’t like the people’s choice. But
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