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art to prepare a tray product by using a
pair of heated press platens to apply a
planar temperature to a flexible
laminated product such as in U.S. Pat.
No. 4,407,936. The product to be
treated 1s continuously advanced
between the press platens and the
platens are provided with a set of
coacting counter-rotating tangentially
mounted belts, one for each press
platen, which continuously move the
product past the press platens and
imparting pressure on the product
during a single pressing pass of the
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press platens. The hot press platens
serve to heat the laminated product and
to impart pressure to the laminated
product whereby the laminated product
1s secured together. It is necessary to
heat the platens and the product during
the application of pressure. During
heating of the platens and the product,
oxidation of the platens occurs by
reaction of the hot platens with the air
surrounding them and imparts a black
coloration to the press platens. This
problem 1s addressed in the patent by
using non-metallic belts as the moving
belts which may be made of rubber or
other elastomeric materials for example
and which are constructed of stainless
steel bands or rollers. In conventional
manufacturing processes for such a
composite flexible laminated product,
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particularly as in the case of containers
used for storing food and beverages, it
1s important that the surfaces of the
product be free of any contaminants of
any
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