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drunken stranger, think of this: on March 21, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration will make it easier for airlines to start enforcing their
policies that make passengers pay more for lost or damaged bags. The
policy, which bans an airline from charging for lost or damaged bags
weighing more than 10 pounds, won't affect the airlines the way it will
affect consumers. It won’t necessarily make flying more expensive or limit
travelers’ bag options; it will just make the airlines be consistent. But the
policy’s companion regulation, which bans airlines from charging for
overweight bags, could have a broader impact. “It’s difficult to see how
the airlines aren’t going to raise prices because of this,” says New York
University’s Edward Snyder, a transportation economist. “If you can’t
charge more for something that’s a financial liability, then you're stuck
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with no place to put the money.” Even when airlines keep their pre-Crisis
baggage pricing, Americans don’t say they're pleased. According to a
2012 survey from market research company OnePoll, American and Delta
Airlines were in the top three airlines to people as not being
affordable—meaning they cost too much. And now, it’'s getting harder for
the airlines to keep their bag prices low c6a93da74d
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