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analyses to systematic reviews of economic evaluations. To summarise the current state of
information derived from systematic reviews and meta-analyses on the application of meta-analysis
methods to economic evaluations. Traditional systematic reviews are carried out by searching and
reviewing the literature to identify research, synthesising the data using standard techniques and
taking into account the sensitivity of the evidence, for example due to methodological quality and
publication bias. A recent trend is for reviews to include a formal component of systematic review

and meta-analysis, producing statistical summaries of the data and, in the process, providing
quantitative information on the effectiveness of interventions. Recent developments have led to the
wider application of meta-analysis methodologies to studies of cost-effectiveness (CE). Recent meta-
analyses in the cost-effectiveness (CE) literature include CE reviews of cost-effectiveness studies of
interventions for obesity, systemic lupus erythematosus, ovarian carcinoma, osteoarthritis, multiple
sclerosis and breast cancer. Methodological challenges associated with the use of meta-analysis in

CE reviews include the heterogeneity of evidence, methodological quality and the presence of
publication bias. Despite these challenges, the use of meta-analysis methods can lead to stronger
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