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conduction velocity in health and disease. The study of muscle fiber conduction
velocity (MFCV) in man has long been hampered by the limitations of earlier
methods. Their complexity, the use of biopsies, and the possible effects of
anesthesia have made a reliable appraisal of MFCV in man very difficult. In the
past decade, new direct methods for the evaluation of MFCV have been
developed. The progress achieved by the use of such methods can be
summarized as follows: (1) MFCV can be evaluated from motor responses of
muscles of the limbs after stimulation of cutaneous nerves. MFCV of the lower
limbs in man and lower limbs in the cat has been well established. Results show
a lower MFCV in patients with some muscle diseases than in normal subjects;
(2) MFCV can be assessed by a single pulse in the motor nerve to induce a
contraction of the muscle. Such a technique may be a valid and simple method
for the noninvasive investigation of MFCV. The lower limit of MFCV in man by
this method is slightly lower than that obtained by other methods. Results show
a different MFCV, measured at different times in the same subject. The
existence of a circadian rhythm of MFCV has been shown both in man and in
the cat; (3) MFCV can be assessed by measuring the velocities of EMG-evoked
responses in the muscles. In man, this MFCV is lower in certain muscle diseases
than in normal subjects. In the cat, MFCV can be obtained by the use of a
double pulse in the motor nerve to induce a response.This is a guest post by
Randi Chick, the founder of “The Dress”. In 1999, Rand 6d1f23a050
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